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“Our mission is to provide
opportunities to experience
God’s presence and in humble
and caring ways to use all of
our resources to welcome, love,
challenge, and equip each
other for Christ’s ministry in

our community and the world.”

WELCOME BACK SUNDAY
Sunday, September 13th — 10:00 AM

On Sunday, September 13th we will return to our 10:00 worship hour and we
will also be welcoming back our choir after their summer hiatus, Plan to
attend and bring friends! Rumor is that we may also have "Make Your Own
Sundaes!"

As many of you know, our long-time music director retired in June and we
have been searching for a new music director over the summer —
unfortunately, with no success thus far. Thankfully our wonderful pianist John
Rondeau has agreed to serve in an interim capacity while the search continues
and we are most grateful to him. New voices are always welcome. If you are
Iinterested, speak with John.

FAITH FORMATION - aka SUNDAY
SCHoOOL

Once again we will be making some minor changes in our Faith Formation
program this year. We will be using a curriculum called Deep Blue Kids. This
all age format is for children ages 3-12 who meet all together in one room.
They hear the Bible story then dig deeper to apply the story to their daily lives.
Children will explore families in the Bible, learn how today's faith families
care for children as they grow, build loving relationships, and find out what it
means to be part of God's family The curriculum includes: weekly session
plans, Bible verses, games, art, science, worship, prayers, reproducible sheets
for activities, posters, and interactive Bible stories.

We plan to have an Intergenerational service on October 4th - World
Communion Sunday - that will include participation by children and youth.
Registration for Sunday School will take place that day and families will be
provided more information including a schedule of classes.
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"Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers,
for by doing that some have entertained angels without knowing it.”

Hebrews 13:2
Dear Ones,

The author of the Letter to the Hebrews reminds us how important hospitality is. Over the years we
have worked hard at being a welcoming congregation to whoever walks through our doors on Sunday
morning, or into Heavenly Treasures, or the Food Pantry, or for any other reason. While many of us life
-long New Englanders can be a bit reserved we know how important it is for a stranger to be greeted
warmly. On Sunday mornings I try to spend time in the sanctuary before worship, meeting anyone who
1s new and welcoming them to our service. And, what warms my heart is to see how each of you does
the same — going out of your way, and perhaps out of your comfort zone, to greet newcomers with a
smile and a welcome.

The Rev. Mark Rideout is a retired UCC pastor from New Hampshire. You may have met Mark at our
church over the years as he has relatives in Fairhaven and he joins us for worship often when he is in
town. Mark was here on Homecoming weekend and sent a note after he returned home, part of which I
share below.

I wanted to write and share my joy at being in worship on June 28+, The fully engaging time of worship
with the Sacrament of Baptism and Holy Communion was uplifting for my weary soul. The larger world
weighed heavily — and the living Spirit so present amid the gathered family of God was uplifting and
invigorating. I felt a connective spirit and wanted to share this with you and through you to the
congregation.

The hot dog rolls recast in communion! I'd the day before purchased a linguica frank at the church's
booth at Homecoming — and mentioned to my family how good it was and the rolls were top-notch. So,
imagine my smile when you shared the wonderfully New England way of using what is at hand for the
Fellowship of the Upper Room. The Spirit was moving!

The final rousing singing of "Jesus Loves Me" helped send me out with joy and hope.

Mark's letter was on my desk the first day I came back from my 30 day silent retreat. I have to admit
that when I read it, tears flowed and my heart was filled to overflowing with joy and gratitude.

My friends, we do, as a gathered community of faith , make a difference in people's lives. Sometimes
that difference is made known to us like in Mark's kind note, and at other times we may never know
how we impact a visitor. But always, let us show hospitality to everyone and perhaps entertain an
angel or two without even knowing it.

With love and thanksgiving for each of you, I offer you every blessing,

Bette
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Collection for Gifty to-Give

During the month of September we will be collecting the items listed below to donate to Gifts to
Give. The Action for Christ Committee will have collection bins in the William St. lobby and in
the sanctuary where you can place needed items. The President of Gifts to Give, Jim Stevens,
will be speaking at our September 27th worship service, so let's have lots of donations to
present to him!

MOST NEEDED ITEMS - NEW

Children’s toothbrushes and toothpastes.
Teen Hygiene Products (New and unopened).
Girls and Boys, Teens and Adult underwear, all genders.

MOST NEEDED ITEMS - GENTLY-USED

Infant girls- 0 — 24 months.

Long sleeve tops.

Dresses.
Girls — 2Toddler through girls size 18.

Long sleeve tops, sweaters, sweatshirts.
Boys — size 8 — 18.

Sweatshirts, sweaters, pants.

Mercy Meals & More
Drive
In October we will have a drive to collect
C’ ; M 1 p non-perishables for Mercy Meals & More
M (napkins, etc.). More information forth-
coming—Kkeep your eyes on The Thursday
Scoop!

While everyone - member, visitor, friend,
whomever — is always warmly welcome to
worship with us and take part in church
activities, we do invite folks to consider P

becoming members of our church. If this is CM&VDW ed'Ofy
something that is of interest to you, please
feel free to talk with Rev. Bette both about

what being a member means and about
the process for doing so.

Do you have a new address, email, or
phone number? If so, please set the of-
fice now. A new directory will be out in
September.
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PRAYER LIST

Prayers of Comfort

Christine, P.J. and Mark Sowden on the death of their father Peter

Meg Perry, Brody and Hadley Hunt on the death of their mother/grandmother,
Nancy Perry

Linda & Jim Silva, Tabitha and Cameron on the death of Linda's mother and Cam
and Tabby's grandmother, Barbara Fuller

Prayers of Support

those known to our church who are serving our country — Doug and Marla Braley,
Jack Burr, Steven Perez, Jack Strathhouse

Prayers of Congratulations
To Doug and Marla Braley on the birth of their son Dean Russell Braley on 8/17
To Kat (Braley) and Josh Sevigny on the baptism of their son Carson on 6/28

Prayers of Encouragement
for all the children recently returning to school and college

for all the teachers and educations that guide our children and youth

Prayers of comfort and healing for those dealing with health concerns
or other challenges

Rev. Russ Ann

Tara Carol

Janet Beth

Kerry Bev

Dave Bill and Ginny Vining

Raymond Tom

John Valerie

Kelly Mike, Andy and Gary and Jimmy

Steve Aurora
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Actionw for Chwist News

Special Guest Speaker at Worship

On Sunday September 27th we will be having a guest speaker at our worship service. The
Action for Christ Committee has invited Jim Stevens, President of Gifts to Give to speak to us
about the work of the agency in our wider community. Gifts to Give is a nonprofit organization
dedicated to combating child poverty by fostering a caring community. They offer programs
that connect children with necessary resources, promote literacy, and encourage service to
others. Volunteers play a crucial role in processing donations to create gift packages for
children in need, making a tangible impact in the community. We hope to present Jim with all
that we have collected during the month to aid the agency (see separate article on pg. 3 for

information about our drive).

Hot Dog Booth

The Hot Dog Booth at Homecoming was a big success in 2026 bringing $966.
Here’s a big shout out Bob Conklin our “Great Chef on the Grill” who worked
all day and also for his very generous donation, Jim & Carole Mahaney who

were there at 6:30 in the morning and helped all day, Dave Simmons &

Brisket, Donna Perry, Jay Moynagh & Tug, Bev Johansen, Joanne Bobola,
Cindy LeBlanc, Jamie & Acadia Alves, Camryn Wood, Steve & Sharon
Dorian and Matty Orr. We could not have done it without all these wonderful volunteers!!

Missions Activity

Action for Christ is pleased to report that we made the following donations so far in 2026:

e Mercy Meals & More ($300)
e Mobile Ministries ($300)
e Inter-Church Council of Greater New Bedford ($250)
e Buzzards Bay Habitat for Humanity ($250)
e The Nemasket Group for support of their $5k fundraiser ($200)
Future Activities Planned

e September — campaign for Gifts-to-Give

e October — appeal for Mercy Meals & More

e November — food drive for Thanksgiving
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old Tyme Holiday Fair

Can you believe that Christmas is less than four months away?! And that means this is the
time when we begin planning for our Holiday Fair. Things in town are still in a bit of flux
this year and we are in the process of finding out what the plans are for a town-wide fair in
December

That said, our church will have a Christmas Fair this year though the date is yet to be
determined. The fair will look a lot like it did last year. Our amazing “thrift shop” will be
open for business with lots of festive holiday items to buy. Our always popular CHANCE
AUCTION will again be held in the Sunday school room. The auction always draws many
customers and the larger room will give us a lot of opportunities to expand. We will need lots
of donation of new items, gift certificates.

Craft vendors have already been calling the church eager to have a booth at our fair. And we
will, of course, have our well-loved baked goods table. We are also open to YOUR ideas for
additional offerings.

At this point, our biggest need is VOLUNTEERS! The fair is only a success when many
people step forward to help out and that includes YOU. Please consider volunteering (even
pray about it!) in some way — volunteer opportunities are listed below:

Coordinating craft vendors

Organizing and staffing the Chance Auction
Helping out at Heavenly Treasures

Being a "go-fer" for any needs that arise
Organizing a new idea for a table/booth

* & & o o

Orgawv Crawl at FCC

FCC will participate in an organ crawl on September 7th. An organ crawl is an organized tour
where a group of music fans visit multiple locations to see and hear different pipe organs. This
tour has been organized by Rich Spicer who practices on our organ periodically, and will in-
clude a short talk by Rev. Bette. Other participating churches are the New Bedford UU church
and St. Anthony’s of Padua in New Bedford.

The event will begin at 9:30 with coffee & donuts followed by an organ demonstration at 10
a.m.

Everyone is welcome!
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Conmumunity Shoe Drivel!l

by Kat Sevigny

Who loves a fundraiser where you don’t even need to purchase anything? I have organized a
fundraiser for our church that doesn’t involve us spending or purchasing anything and all that
we need to do is clean out our closets. You heard that right!!! Do you have gently worn/used
shoes that you never wear anymore? Instead of just throwing them away, why don’t you donate
them to our community shoe drive!!

It gets better!! Instead of the shoes sitting in a landfill for years and years and harming our
environment, the shoes that are donated will then be turned around and donated to less
fortunate countries! It’s a win for everyone!! The church raises money, we aren’t harming the
environment and we are helping those who are less fortunate than us!!

For every 1 pound of shoes, 40 cents will be donated. For example if we collect 2,500 lbs. of
shoes, that’s $1,000 for the church!! 2,500 lbs. might sound like a lot, but that is only 100 bags
of shoes. We can do it!!!

So please please please, tell your friends, family, and neighbors about our community shoe
drive! We will be running it from September 13th until November 11th. Drop off location will
be here at the church in the lobby at the William Street entrance.

Volunteers will be needed on the day the truck comes to pick up the shoes, so any help would
be greatly appreciated!!

Blessing of the Pety

Sunday, October 4th, 12:30 PM
On the Lawn in front of Trinity Lutheran Church
(16 Temple Pl., Fairhaven)

Once again, our church, Trinity Lutheran Church and St. Joseph's Parish will join together to
bless all your beloved critters. Feel free to bring cats and dogs (on leash or in carrier), rabbits,
gerbils, snakes, mice and rats...whatever pet is nearest and dearest to your heart. (We have
heard that Rev. Bette is anxious to bless an unusual pet — maybe a lizard or bearded dragon?)
If you have a pet that has crossed the Rainbow Bridge, please feel free to bring a picture.




