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Many, Many Thanks 

 

We are so thankful for everyone who steps up to make things happen in the church! 

 

 Everyone who contributed to our Easter Appeal 

 Nancy, Acadia and Camryn for teaching our little one 

 All those who serve as lay readers each Sunday 

 Carole and Jeff for providing an inviting coffee hour each Sunday 

 Sue and Norm for the upkeep of the church's beautiful garden and Sue for innovative table 

scapes in the sanctuary 

 Jim for moving the lawn at the parsonage and providing transportation for Jack each Sunday 

 Jeff for managing all the repairs on church property and mowing the church lawn 

 All those who volunteer at Heavenly Treasures 

 All Committee and Board members 

 Those who count the offering each week 

 Nate for helping out wherever he sees a need 

 And many others, too! 

 

 

 

Our New Website is Now Live! … from Barbara 

Finally, after all these months, we have a new website!  My choice to start this process last November 

was not a wise one, with thanksgiving coming soon, then Christmas, then annual meeting and tax 

season in January.  The web work was fitful at best.  Our contractor was very patient. 

The work is not complete but we went “live” on May 17th; the majority of our content is present and 

more will come in the near future.  Copy and paste this link into your browser to check it out. 

 

www.firstcongfairhaven.com 

 

Please send any comments to the office. 
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“Our mission is to provide 

opportunities to experience 

God’s presence and in humble 

and caring ways to use all of 

our resources to welcome, love, 

challenge, and equip each 

other for Christ’s ministry in 

our community and the world.” 

Summer  2026 

While I Am Away….from Rev. Bette 

 

As I let you know a few months ago, I will be embarking on a 30 day (actually 

34 day) silent retreat this summer. The Ignatian Spiritual Exercises Retreat 

is a structured program of prayer, meditation, and contemplation based on 

the teachings of St. Ignatius of Loyola (1492-1556,) designed to deepen one's 

relationship with God, discern life choices, and foster spiritual freedom. I will 

be making the retreat at Eastern Point Retreat House in Gloucester, MA. I 

will be away from June 17th through July 22nd. I will be back in church, 

however, on June 28th to preach, preside at Communion and joyfully baptize 

Carson, Kat and Josh's little one 

 

During the time I'm away I will not be available by email, phone or text. For 

several weeks The Rev. Paul Wheeler from Trinity Lutheran Church will 

cover any extreme emergencies. Otherwise the Deacons have agreed to step 

up to deal with hospital, shut-in visits, and other pastoral care issues. Chair 

of the Board of Deacons, Pete Braley will be the point person to contact for 

any needs. Pete will be able to reach me if there is something I need to know 

about.  Everyone will be in good hands! 

 

We have "filled the pulpit," so to speak, with people from our church.  We are 

still looking for lay readers during July. Following is the preaching schedule: 

 

June 21st Jim Mahaney 

June 28th Rev. Bette 

July 5th Pete Braley 

July 12th Sharon Dorian 

July 19th Three church members will each give testimony about  

their faith/church 

 

I will keep all of you wrapped in prayer while I am on retreat and I ask you 

to do the same for me! 
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"Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another,  

as God in Christ has forgiven you." – Galatians 4:32 

 

"Therefore, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved,  

clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness,  

humility, meekness, and patience." – Colossians 3:12 

 

“There are three ways to ultimate success: 

The first way is to be kind. 

The second way is to be kind. 

The third way is to be kind.” – Fred Rogers 

Dear Ones, 

 

I want to share something I observed several weeks ago. It was the Sunday when we celebrated 

Virginia's birthday. I listened as we sang, with great gusto, happy birthday to her at the beginning of 

the service. I watched as she took up the offering, as she does each week, with smiles from all of you as 

she passed the plate with joy. Following the service, at coffee hour, we continued to celebrate with 

another round of Happy Birthday and cake. I sat with Virginia and her aide as she delighted opening 

up the birthday cards and seeing the small gifts we had given her (gift cards to her favorite fast food 

places.) My heart melted a bit as one of our children brought her a picture he had colored and gave it to 

her as a birthday present.  My heart melted even more when a church member came over to offer 

birthday wishes – he scooted down to her level so he could look her directly in the eyes. 

 

The Apostle Paul in several of his letters reminded his listeners to be kind. Mr. Rogers pointed out that 

the way to success is always to be kind.  My friends, we may not be a wealthy church, we may not be a 

large church, we may not be a "shaking and moving" church in our community, but…I truly believe we 

are a kind church and therefore, at least according to Fred Rogers, we are a successful church! 

 

My challenge to you for the summer – find even more ways to be kind – in your personal life – in your 

church life.  Find ways to practice kindness. Follow Jesus's teaching: "Do to others as you would have 

them do to you." (And, don't forget to treat yourself with kindness – for you are a beloved child of God!) 

 

Summer Blessings 

Bette 
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Hot Dog Booth 

It’s that time of year again!  Homecoming is just around the corner and AFC will be 

sponsoring our Hot Dog booth.  We are looking for volunteers to help and there is a 

sign-up sheet available near the church office.  We will need help with set-up, 

working shifts during the day and with clean-up.  

 

We can make this an all-church effort and work together selling affordable food for 

families at the fair.  Your help will be greatly appreciated!   

 

Missions Activity 

Action for Christ is pleased to report that we made the following donations so far in 2026: 

 Inter-Church Council of Greater New Bedford ($250) 

 Buzzards Bay Habitat for Humanity ($250) 

 The Nemasket Group for support of  their $5k fundraiser ($200) 

Action for Christ Report 

 
The Shepherd Center for the 

Performing Arts is presenting the 

very popular band, The Jethros on 

Saturday, June 6. 

 

The group will once again present 

their folk/blues/alt/soul/swing-

jazz/bluegrass/funk/country/ 

mariachi/klezmer stylings to one 

and all! Their blended talents are 

gripping to watch and their 

personalities light up the room with 

every word!  

Messenger Format 

You may notice that our Messenger has a different 

format.  There are two reasons for this: Microsoft 

has discontinued the software that we have been 

using to create our booklet style publication; and, 

second, we have new printer that does not have an 

option to use 11 x 17 paper.  Since The Messenger 

was the only document for which we used that size 

paper, we saved a great deal of money by buying 

the smaller printer, manifesting a change in 

format.  We hope you will still enjoy The 

Messenger. 

Church Directory  

Do you have a new address, 

email, or phone number?  If 

so, please let the office know. 
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Ecumenical Gathering and Potluck Supper 

St. Joseph's Parish 

74 Spring Street, Fairhaven 

Thursday, June 4th – 5:30 PM 

 

We will again be joining with our neighbors in faith from St. Joseph's Parish and Trinity 

Lutheran Church for an opportunity to get to know one another better and to share our faith.  

The potluck supper will be followed by a brief time of worship during which you will have the 

opportunity to ask whatever questions you might have about our various faith traditions. 

Join us for a time of fellowship and bring a question you have always wanted to ask but 

never quite dared! 

 

Strengthen the Church 

 

The Strengthen the Church (STC) Offering of the National UCC will be taken up on June 7th.  This 

year’s theme is Sent Forth in Love.   The funds raised support leadership development, new churches, 

youth ministry, and innovation in existing congregations.   As God calls our congregations to be the 

church in new ways, your generosity will plant new churches, awaken new ideas in existing churches, 

and develop the spiritual life in our youth and young adults. 

 

 

 

Help Wanted! 

 

Our very successful thrift shop, Heavenly Treasures, is in need of helping hands.  The shop is open 

each Wednesday and Saturday from 11:00-1:00 and is a bustling place where people not only shop but 

find companionship. Several of our regular volunteers have had to step back for a variety of reasons 

and new volunteers are very much needed.  Even if you can give only a few hours a week, you can 

make a real difference. If you would like to learn more about this opportunity please speak to Melody 

Perry or Sandy Henriques or stop by the shop and talk to some of the other volunteers.  Thanks for 

stepping up to take part in this important ministry! 
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A Time of Farewell 

 

After over 18 years of service as our Music Director, David Touchette is, sadly, retiring.  David has 

provided faithful music ministry for all those years: sponsoring Choral Workshops for our local faith 

communities with a variety of well-known composers; conducting the Spirit of Saint Anthony 

Christmas Concert; arranging for our choir to sing at the Memorial Day Ceremony at Riverside 

Cemetery; growing our choir at a time when so many churches have no choirs at all; and just being a 

delight in the midst of our church worship services. 

 

David and his wife, Celeste, have been such an important part of our church – I even had the pleasure 

of officiating at their wedding here in the sanctuary 15 years ago this week! Celeste has been an 

important part of our choir and exhibited her thespian skills when she portrayed the Prophet Ezekiel 

so wonderfully last week during our service. And, if you have ever had the opportunity to visit them at 

their home in Mendon, you have delighted in the magnificent dahlias Celeste so lovingly grows and 

been able to walk among the ducks and swans and chicks and assorted critters that Farmer Dave 

tends. 

 

On Sunday, June 7 we will be celebrating David's music ministry and all it has meant to our church, 

and saying farewell to him and Celeste.  There will be lots of music, probably more than a few tears, 

and a light luncheon after the service.  Please plan to attend and offer your thanks to David  

 

Celebrate! 

Sunday School Recognition 

May 31st 

 

On Sunday, May 31st, during worship, we will be celebrating our Sunday School children and honoring 

Nancy Wood who has been working with our little ones all year, along with her enthusiastic helpers, 

Acadia and Camryn.  We may not have lots of children in the Sunday School program but they have 

very much enjoyed "going downstairs" for a time of learning about faith and having fun. We are so 

thankful for Nancy's commitment to growing our children's knowledge and love of Jesus. And it has 

been delightful to have two of this year's Confirmands to step up to help out and share their time with 

the younger children. Come and celebrate with us. 


