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Holy Week & Easter Services

We are in the midst of the holiest time of the Christian year. While there is joy in celebrating the
resurrection on Easter morning, that celebration can be made even more joyful by walking through
the events that led up to it alongside Jesus. We hope you will consider taking part in the fullness of
this season through the following services:

Palm Sunday Worship — Sunday, March 29", 10:00 AM.
A Special service where we will journey with Jesus through Holy Week.

Maundy Thursday Service — Thursday, April 2", 5:30 PM, soup supper followed by a service at 6:15
PM, both in Maddaford. Communion service in the sanctuary

This will be a meaningful service where we are drawn into the quiet intimacy of Jesus's final meal with his
friends. Through sound, touch, silence and song, we are invited to notice the Spirit moving in fresh and
surprising ways.

Good Friday, April 2" — Sanctuary open for personal prayer/meditation — Noon-3:00 PM
Take some time today to meditate on what Jesus’ crucifixion and death mean to you
Ecumenical Easter Sunrise Service at Fort Phoenix — Sunday, April 5" — 6:15AM

Join with hundreds of others to shout “Christ is Risen!” We hearty New Englanders gather at Fort Phoenix
no matter the weather. The gates to the parking lot will be open at least 45 minutes earlier.

Easter Sunday Service — Sunday, April 5™ — in our Sanctuary

Our 10:00 AM service will be filled with music, joy as we move from the grief of Christ’s passion to the
celebration of the resurrection. We will also celebrate Holy Communion. Hope will abound in a sanctuary
filled with flowers and signs of new life
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Confirmation Joy!

On Sunday, March 8™, we rejoiced as we confirmed three of our youth during a service of celebration and
new life. Acadia, Kenny and Camry spent five months together exploring their faith and pondering their
beliefs. We talked about myriad topics including the Bible, our denomination, the United Church of Christ,
other faith traditions and how to serve God through reaching out to others. On that special day we also
baptized Camryn and gave thanks for her decision to take this step. Pete Braley and Rev. Bette say "thank
you" to the youth for being such a great group to work with this year. They also offer kudos to the parents
and families of these young people for raising such delightful children.

Some News from Rev. Bette

Most of you know that I regularly go on week-long silent retreats at various retreat centers around New
England. This year I am taking a deep dive into silence and prayer! I will be making a 30 day retreat known
as the Ignatian Spiritual Exercises from mid-June through mid-July. Yes, I will be keeping silence for 30
days!!

The Spiritual Exercises is a structured program of prayer, meditation, and contemplation based on the
teachings of St. Ignatius of Loyola (1492-1556,) designed to deepen one's relationship with God, discern life
choices, and foster spiritual freedom. I will be making the retreat at Eastern Point Retreat House in
Gloucester, MA. (Yes, I will be living ocean side for the duration but that's not why I'm going!) The Deacons
and I are working on coverage while [ am away and will keep all of you informed as the time grows closer.
In the meantime, if you have questions or would like to know more details, just ask me!

Volunteers Needed — Fund Raising Team

The costs of keeping our church thriving are large and sometimes overwhelming. We need to look at all
possible ways of maximizing our income while keeping our expenses at a minimum. In addition to the
pledges and offerings of members and friends we raise money through the great work of everyone at
Heavenly Treasures and by renting out Babbitt Hall to The Shepherd Center for the Performing Arts. Still,
we have a deficit budget almost every year.

Last year we launched a very successful Plant-a-Flag fundraiser thanks to Jenny Burr's creativity and energy.
We want to continue with that event and initiate others this year. In order to do that, we need folks to step up
to be part of the team. Please let us know (call or email the office) if you are willing to serve the church in
this way.




