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Let It Snow...Let It Snow...Let It Snow 12/25

(Or....how to know if church is cancelled)

It’s that time of year again ! While we hope we will not have to cancel any Sunday church services
this winter, we need to be prepared. You may wonder how we decide if a service should be
cancelled. Our first consideration is the safety of everyone. We weigh things like amount of snow,
whether streets have been plowed, ice that can make driving and walking treacherous, and how
low the temperature has gone.

There are three ways to find out if church or a church activity has been cancelled on a particular
day: (1) If you are on the church’s email list you will get an email as soon as we decide to cancel; (2)
There will be a message announcing the cancellation on the church’s voice mail (508-993-3368); (3)
The cancellation will be on the church’s Facebook page (wwwfacebook.com/firstcongfairhaven).

Please remember that, even if church is not cancelled, consider your safety first—we would rather
miss you on one Sunday than have you injured.
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“Our mission is to provide
opportunities to experience
God’s presence and in humble
and caring ways to use all of
our resources to welcome, love,
challenge, and equip each
other for Christ’s ministry in

our community and the world.”

Fcumenical Blue Christmas Service
Sunday, December 21th

6:00 p.m. — in our sanctuary

For those who have experienced loss or who are feeling stressed by life and
events in the world, Christmas can be a bittersweet time of year. While all
the media tout the joy of the season and decorations glow on dark nights,
many of us feel an ache in our hearts during this season. For some of us
there will be an empty chair at the table this year for the first time; others
of us may be dealing with health or financial woes or maybe we just find
Christmas a somewhat lonely time, filled with many memories but few
people.

What sometimes can help is the time and space to just “be” with whatever
it i1s we are dealing with; to feel the feelings but to know that we are not
alone. An awareness and reminder of God’s presence and God’s hope can
help us make our way through the holiday season.

So we invite you to join us for this meditative service where we will hear
scripture, pray for healing and wholeness, listen to music and light candles
to brighten the night. By doing so we can acknowledge that God’s Word
comes to shine light into our darkness. Again this year we will be offering
this service with our friends in faith from Trinity Lutheran Church and St.
Joseph Parish. This is a wonderful opportunity for us to reach out to others
who might be in need and invite them to join you for the service. Everyone
is welcome.
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Dear Ones

I don't know if it is the same for you, but this year
as Christmas approaches I am struggling a bit.
There seems to be so much unrest in our world that
I find it hard to experience the joy I usually
associate with this season. Many of us and our
families are dealing with illness and death,
loneliness, anxiety and depression, among other
challenges.

The bright holiday lights and the joy-filled music just might not be doing much to raise our
spirits.

And yet, as people of faith, as followers of Christ, we know, deep within, that God does not
leave us alone in our darkness. God came into the world all those years ago in the person of a
tiny baby, as light to dispel the shadows, as a savior to change the world. And while our world
still needs redeeming, perhaps now more than ever, we can clutch onto the promise given to us
in the birth of the Christ-child. And we can continue to watch for the light that Christ still
shines all around us.

Let us hold the words of theologian Howard Thurman in his poem "I Will Light Candles This
Christmas” close to our hearts:

I will light candles this Christmas;
Candles of joy despite all sadness,
Candles of hope where despair keeps watch,
Candles of courage for fears ever present,
Candles of peace for tempest-tossed days,
Candles of grace to ease heavy burdens,

Candles of love to inspire all my living,

My friends, hold onto the light, and shine the light for those around you.

Blessings
Bette

VOLUME 74 NO. 4

PAGE 7

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

Christmas Fund [/
Veterans of the Cross

Special Offering to be received December 21st

For over one hundred years, The Christmas Fund
has provided direct financial assistance to United
Church of Christ ministers, church workers, and
their families. Last year, over 1,800 congregations
joined together to secure the physical, financial, and
spiritual health of those engaged in the life of the
Church.

Receiving The Fund this year ensures more
ministers, church workers, and their families receive
the loving support of the Church in their moment of
deepest need. The fund also provides emergency
grants Christmas “Thank You” gift checks for
retirees and those facing unforeseen financial
hardship.

This year’s Christmas Fund theme is “When they
saw the star, they were filled with joy” from
Matthew 2:10.

Poinsettia Ordersy

Once again we will be decorating our
sanctuary with poinsettias for Christmas
Eve. We have ordered red Poinsettias and
the cost is $6.00 each.

There is a sign-up sheet in the William St.
lobby or you can call/email the church with
your order.

Orders must be in by 12/14.

Please sign up ASAP; the turn around time
1s short this year because Thanksgiving was
very late in November.

In Remembrance
of Gail Isaksen

Gail Isaksen, a life-long resident of Fairhaven, died
on November 28. Gail was a kind supporter of the
First Congregational Church and we are very
grateful.

Our church grieves, along with Gail’s family and
the rest of the community, on this sad occasion.

She will be missed

Funeral services will be announced at a later date.
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Sawve the Date

Annual Meeting
Sunday, January 25th, 2026

Each year in January we review our
financial reports for the previous year and
develop and vote on a budget for the new
year. This requires a vote of the
congregation with a quorum of 30 members
required to pass the budget. This year, as
our by-laws dictate, we will also be receiving
reports from the various church committees
and electing officers for 2026.

We will meet to accomplish this task
following our worship service on Sunday,
January 26th, 2026. Please mark your
calendars and plan to attend this important
meeting.

THE SHEPHERD CENTER PRESENTS

FEATURING

Rod Daigle
Eddie Dillon 12 ppy -
Kiah Lynn & Goodman $10 syg
Johan Gundersen % Dowmarion

Chuck Williams

14Pm

This year “The Shep’s” 3rd annual concert is being held in
collaboration with the Old-Tyme Holiday Fair.

Wander in and out any time during the 4 hour event.

Donations are always appreciated.

Tidbity

+ New weekly offering

envelopes will be distributed
this month for the 2026 giving
year. You will find them on
the table by the main door of
the sanctuary. If you have not
had your own offering
envelopes in the past but
would like to have them,
please contact the office.

FCC has received thoughtful
thank you notes from some of
our Thanksgiving Basket
recipients.

OH HOLY NIGHT!

We will be putting Christmas
Food Baskets together.
Details forthcoming in The
Scoop.

Checks for charitable
contributions must be
delivered to the church or
mailed with a postmark on or
before December 31st in order

to claim a charitable
deduction for 2025.

Statements of Giving will be
mailed in January to everyone
who has made trackable
contributions to the church.

y Candlelight Chwistmas Eve Service

Wednesday, December 24th
6:00 p.m.

Our Christmas Eve service is always a treasured time for many people. Join us as we
celebrate the birth of the Christ Child with music, scripture, readings and prayer. Our
sanctuary is especially beautiful at night and it takes on a holy aura for many of us. Please
note that the service again this year is at 6:00 PM. We hope that many of you will make this
service a special part of your Christmas celebrations.

Advent Worship Series
WORDS FOR THE BEGINNING

Once again we are using resources from A Sanctified Art to craft our worship during Advent. As the
creators of this worship series write: "Luke’s Gospel begins the story of Jesus with this opening line: 'In the
time of Herod...' This detail may seem minor to modern readers; however, it reveals layers of information
about the fearful world Jesus entered, one filled with rampant oppression, economic disparity, uncertainty,
and instability. A world not so unlike our own. And yet, throughout the stories of Christ’s birth, we hear the
whispers of angels delivering a surprising message: “Do not fear.” When Mary, Joseph, the shepherds, and
the magi are each called into God’s redemptive story, they do not deny their fears—they move through
them. They ask questions, hold fast to courage, trust in good news, and say, “Here I am, Lord.” When we
find ourselves in fearful times, can we acknowledge our fears while also insisting on hope?"

They go on to say: " This Advent series takes seriously the angels’ message and trusts that Christ’s birth
truly is good news of great joy for all people. The resources look closely at the fear and terror looming in the
background during the time of King Herod and invite us to consider the fears we hold now. Fear can divide
and paralyze us and even be used as a tool for oppression. But what if we formed a different relationship
with fear? Can we acknowledge fear without letting it rule us? Might we catalyze our fears into love and
action? What if naming our fears helps us see more clearly how God is breaking in and where God is at
work?"

The theme for each week of Advent will be:

Advent 1 —11/30 —  “in the time of Herod, we long for God to break in"”
Advent2 -12/7—  “when we're running out of hope, God is at work"”
Advent 3 —12/14 - "Guest" preachers, Pete Braley & Sharon Dorian - "Uncontrollable Joy"

Advent4 —12/21 -  “when you're afraid, give me your hand”

Christmas Eve - “good news is louder than fear” y
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Remembering
Row Johansenw

As most of you know our faithful, long-time
church member, Ron Johansen died suddenly on
Sunday, November 23™. Ron was involved in so
many activities in our church — taking care of our
property as a go-to "fix-it man;" bird-carving
teacher, usher, landscaper at the parsonage, etc.,
etc., etc. We will miss his stories, his teasing, his
good nature and his wit. We offer our love and
sympathy to Bev, his wife of 66 years, his son
David and wife Nancy, his daughter-in-law
Jackie, and his grandsons Aren and Kristoffer.
We will miss you Ron!

Prayer List

Please keep the following in your
prayers:

Those on our on-going prayer list: Beth,
Bruce, Steve, John, Bev, Aurora, Bill,
Peter, Marty, Laurie, Mike, Andy, Sandy,
Janet, Jude, Russ, and those who are in
our hearts

Please consider sending a Christmas card
to:

e Tara Ferland - 114 Oakdale Street, New
Bedford, Ma 02740

e Peter Sowden — 297 Converse Rd,
Marion, MA 02738

e Rev. Russ Chamberlain, Kimwell
Nursing & Rehabilitation Rm. 314, 495
New Boston Rd., Fall River 02720

Thanks!

Many thanks to everyone who helps out in so
many ways to further the mission and
ministry of our church!

*

To the Action For Christ Committee
and helpers who held a food drive and
prepared and distributed 16 Thanksgiving
food baskets to those in need.

To everyone who donated food for the
Thanksgiving baskets and for the Food
Pantry, those who contributed gifts for our
Holiday Hope, Adopt-a-Family outreach
This year we adopted three small families.

To those who enhance our worship
services by decorating the worship space
each week and for holidays, serving as lay
readers, recording the service, singing in
the choir, greeting worshippers

To those who steadfastly count the
Sunday and other offerings

To all the volunteers who work so hard
at Heavenly Treasures to make it not
only a financial boon to the church, but
even more importantly, a ministry to its
customers

To those who help maintain our
buildings by mowing lawns, tending the
flower garden, replacing lightbulbs, fixing
broken doors etc., etc., etc.,

To those who do things no one else sees
by quietly reaching out with a card, a
kindness, words of support and so many
other ways.

old Time Holiday Fair
December 13™

This year FCC will operate in a slimmed-down manner for the Fair. Sadly, due to the cost of lobster, we
will not be having a luncheon. We WILL be having vendors in Maddaford (10-12) as well as a Baked-
Goods table, a Home-Cooked Table, and the popular Chance Auction.

We are still looking for gift cards/certificates to local stores/restaurants for the Chance Auction. And, if
you would like help on the day of the fair, there is a sign-up sheet in the William St. entrance.

Action for Chwist Newy

Mitten Tree

The Mitten tree is up and ready for donations of hats, gloves, mittens, scarves, socks and hand warmers.
Donations can be made until December 21%, after which the items will be taken to Sister Rose’s and Gifts
to Give.

Holiday Hope

Action for Christ would like to say “Thank you” to all who participated in our Holiday Hope Project. This
year three small families will have a brighter holiday through your generosity. Gifts are due back on
Sunday, December 7, wrapped and tagged with the original tag, to be delivered on Tuesday, December 9.

Food Drive & Thanksgiving Baskets

Thank you to all who made donations to the food drive! Your generosity has filled 16 “Thanksgiving
Baskets” for our neighbors-in-need. In addition to YOU, our congregation, food was delivered from all
over the area such as Sweet Lizzie’s Bake Shop, the Fairhaven Rec Center (250 pounds!), The Shepherd
Center, Little Village Café, Northeast Maritime Institute, Supreme Perfection Dance Studio, and many
from the community.

And here is a shout out to all who helped make deliveries.




